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There is an old adage that says “a family that prays together stays together.”  I don’t believe this is scripture but I am sure it is a good thing to do and evidently it helps the family to stay together.  I would like to rephrase this truism with something I think is even more powerful:  “a family that eats together at the table and not in front of the TV stays together.”  Eating together was the method used by the Hebrews to seal a covenant.  Even today major business and political agreements are confirmed over a meal.  Just recently one of our pastors here at Believers Church discovered that the Hebrew word for covenant (byrith) has its root in the word eat (barah).  As a pastor, I have realized there are two things we must do with new converts and/or new members.  We must pray together and we must eat together.  Most people will not covenant with a church that fails to practice these two Biblical activities.
One hundred and fifty years ago most people never ventured more than 30 miles away from the place where they were born. Pastors graduated from the seminary, accepted a church and died of old age at the same church.  Today the majority of pastors look at their primary pastoral position as a step to the next level.  It is a business position and not a covenant relationship.  It is better that pastors be raised up from the congregation rather than being hired and fired from outside the church covenant.  Covenant is the same as our word marriage.  It is a two-sided agreement that never terminates but dissolves upon the death of one of the testators.  This is why we call the Bible The Old and The New Testament.
The automobile became the instrument that would take covenant from the American Church.  Prior to the automobile it was much to difficult to hitch up the horse and buggy and travel to the far distant other church when we did not like what was happening at the local house of worship.  The automobile has allowed us to change churches at the slightest whim.  It has also been the key to much destruction concerning another covenant called the marriage covenant.  Not until the advent of the auto did dating birth.  Before it was courting aided by the father of the prospective bride and in his own parlor.  Today a marriage is arranged through divorce practice called dating.
As a PK in the Baptist Church, I am sorry to say, I belonged to over 20 churches in my lifetime.  Pastors today are considered hirelings and not members of their congregations.  My great grandfather, my grandfather, my father and I were Southern Baptist Pastors.  My great grandfather was pastor of a church in Chilton County, Alabama in 1910.  My grandfather was pastor of the same church and died as pastor there in 1934.  My father died as pastor there in 1971.  I served as interim pastor at the same church during my father’s illness.  In 1972 I accepted the pastorate of another Southern Baptist Church in the same county. The Baptist democratic government considers the pastor a hireling; therefore he can be fired as well.  In covenant there is no hiring nor firing.  Expulsion comes only when there is unrepentant sin according to 1 Cor. 5.  Similarly, divorce is acceptable in a marriage when there is infidelity.  Judas was the premiere covenant breaker by separating himself from Jesus for money.  Money continues to predicated covenant breaking in America today.    
